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By AMY PATTON 
News Editor 


California State University, Long Beach clicks 
refresh. 

Phase one of the new CSULB website will roll out 
on Tuesday between 5:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., Andy 
Hoang, the associate vice president of CSULB mar- 
keting and communications said. Hoang is the head 
of the redesign project group of approximately 30. 

“Come Wednesday morning, it should be 
smooth and fully functional...” Hoang said. 

The CSULB website hosts over 30,000 pages, Ho- 
ang stated in an informational packet. Phase one of 
the project will release the redesign of four pages: 
the university homepage, the CSULB Shark Lab, the 
University Art Museum and the 49er shops page. 


Due to the high usage of the 49er webpage, 
the design team intended to create a balance 
between functionality and clean aesthetics. The 
page highlights frequently used resources, such 
as textbooks, dining services, ID cards and vari- 
ous 49er shops around campus. Hoang said this 
webpage really puts students first, as it is a site 
specific to student needs. 


The website design team designed the Shark 
Lab homepage to reflect the research and field- 
work that the lab provides. The website includes 
tabs about past and current research as well as a 
tab for donations. 

The design team worked closely with Dr. 
Christopher Lowe from the shark lab to ensure 
it reflected his needs. The site is complete with a 
new logo, designed by Hoang and Jorge Hurtado, 
the CSULB director of digital communications. 


The UAM webpage is designed to feature per- 
manent collections and current exhibits as well 
as philanthropic donations. 

“The city of Long Beach is so rich in art and 
culture, and the University Art Museum is one 
of those unique destinations for culture and 
art,” Hoang said. 
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The homepage will auto-play videos about vari- 
ous people and aspects of the campus and features a 
simple dropdown menu of basic resources, includ- 
ing MyCSULB, BeachBoard and enrollment ser- 
vices. The university homepage will also introduce 
three new tabs: “Declare you...” “Discover” and 
“Explore.” 

The Declare you... tab is designed for prospec- 
tive students and community and alumni to “de- 
clare” their involvement with the campus. 

Newly labeled as the Discover tab, the redesigned 
News at the Beach aims to tell the campus’ “stories 
through rich and vibrant imagery,” Hoang said in 
an informational packet. 

The Explore tab aims to highlight the different 
features, programs and icons the university has to 
offer, such as the Earl Burns Miller Japanese Gar- 
den or the Walter Pyramid. 
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Mr. Grey, we will not see you now 


The on-screen adaptation of E.L. James’ bestselling erotic-romance trilogy, Fifty Shades of Grey, could use a touch up. 


By MELITZA BELTRAN 
Contributing Writer 


race yourselves, bookworms; the highly 
anticipated “Fifty Shades of Grey” film-ad- 


aptation falls flaccid, lacking the danger- 


ous sex appeal that kept bookstore shelves empty 
and the latex industry in business... 
The film follows a virginal Anastasia Steele, 


played by Dakota Johnson, who falls in love with - 


the deeply disturbed billionaire tycoon Christian 
Grey, played by Jaime Dornan. 
His uncanny love for floggers, whips and butt- 


plugs leaves little Ms. Steele scrambling for some 
trace of passion, love and normality. 

Unlike the book, in which the attraction be- 
tween Steele and Grey is “electric,” their first 
couple of meetings, as portrayed in the film, are 
painfully awkward. Ana appears more indiffer- 
ent than awestruck. 


But no amount of brow furrowing could have 
given our leading man the dominance that Grey’s 
provocative character demands. Sure, he’s beau- 
tiful, but a couple of acting classes would have 
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Sex trafficking event 
intends to inform and 


Local experts will discuss the ongoing problem of international human 


sex trafficking. 


By RHIANNON WILLIAMS 
Contributing Writer 


California State University, Long 
Beach is hosting a discussion-based 
event about human sex trafficking 
on Wednesday in an effort to spread 
awareness and take the initial steps to- 
wards preventative action. 

Havoscope estimated that in the Unit- 
ed States, there were more than one mil- 
lion human sex trafficking victims and 
over 20 million worldwide as of 2013. 

“This is an opportunity for the campus 
community to better understand some 
of the basic facts and information about 
what human sex trafficking is,” said Dr. 
Shira Tarrant, an associate professor in 
the women’s gender and sexuality studies 
department and the emcee for the event. 

CSULB Women’s Resource Cen- 
ter will work in conjunction with the 
Women’s Gender and Sexuality Stud- 
ies and Political Science departments 
to host the panel discussion and Q&A 
session, called “Human Sex Trafficking: 


What Should We Know?” 

The event will feature a panel of three 
people who are involved in preventative 
services aimed at helping those who 
suffer from the effects of sex trafficking. 

“The people on the panel come from 
different professional experiences with 
the issue a psychologist, a survivor and 
also as a vice investigations cop,” Tar- 
rant said. “So they are all also going to 
be bringing their expertise to the table.” 

One of the panelists, Dr. Barbara 
Hernandez, is the vice president of 
Community Services for Crittenton 
Services for Children and Family, as 
well as a licensed marriage and family 
therapist and psychologist. Hernandez 
specializes in information about the 
sex trafficking of minors within the 
U.S. and has worked with minors in the 
child welfare system for over 18 years. 

The second panelist will be Lt. Dan 
Pratt from the Long Beach Police De- 


partment Vice Investigations Unit. 

The third panelist, Rachel Thomas, is 
the co-founder of the Sowers Education 
Group, which works to provide various 
resources for victims and survivors of 
human trafficking as well as volunteers 
who wish to help their cause. Thomas, 
a survivor of human sex trafficking, 
said she uses her experiences and writ- 
ing skills to lead volunteers in “sowing 
seeds of human trafficking awareness 
and survivor empowerment.” 

“The panel is being done so that we 
can present an important and relevant 
topic to the students about violence 
prevention,” Pam Rayburn, the coordi- 
nator at the Women’s Resource Center 
said. “[This will] in turn spread aware- 
ness on the issue at hand.” 

The panel event and Q&A session 
will take place in the University Student 
Union Beach Auditorium on Wednes- 
day from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
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Who are the victims 
of human trafficking? 


Gender Age range 


8% Male 


Citizenship — 
6% Legal immigrant 


Ethnic origins 
13% 3% Other 


59% 
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How used Sex trafficking 


Source: Mark Morris | MCT 
Charts showing the victims of human trafficking in the U.S., by gender, 
age, ethnic origin; includes information ¢ on how victims are used. The 
Kansas City Star 2009. 


Join us, before the application deadline, 
this spring in Orange County. 


Wednesday, March 4, 6 :30pm- 8: :30pm. 


USCSchool 
of Social Work 


RSVP to ocac@usc.edu 
877.338.3439 
www.usc.edu/socialwork 
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Washington Monument 
measures slightly shorter on 


Presidents Day 


Patriots stood tall for America 
on Monday in celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday. But the 
monument that bears his name 
measured about 10 inches smaller 
than had been thought. 

The latest measurements of the 
Washington Monument were an- 
nounced on Monday by U.S. of- 
ficials, just in time for the holiday 
commemorating the birth of Wash- 
ington, the father of his country. 
The celebration has been broadened 
to include Abraham Lincoln, whose 
birthday on Feb. 12 used to be a 
separate holiday in many parts of 
the country. 

Now the day, the third Monday 
in February, has come to be known 
as Presidents Day, in honor of both 
leaders and the institution of the 
presidency. 

It is not just the holiday that has 
been redefined; the monument itself 
has been re-measured and found to 
be shorter, mainly because the origi- 
nal measuring points have changed 
and, in part, because of the greater 
accuracy of modern devices. 

“The building has absolutely not 
shrunk,” Mike Litterst, a spokesman 
for the National Park Service, told 
the Los Angeles Times. “It’s a new 
measurement with new techniques 
and a new starting point.” 

The Washington Monument juts 
into the skies of Washington, D.C., 
and was originally measured by Lt. 
Col. Thomas Casey in 1884. It was 
found then to be 555 feet, 5 [ inches. 


The latest measurement, however, 
found the marble obelisk to be 554 
feet, 7 and 11/32 inches as measured 
from the main entrance to the top. 

The original measurement had 
been confirmed by other measure- 
ments, including one in 1999. But 
modern international standards 
from the Council of Tall Buildings 
and Urban Habitat, the keepers of 
the official guidelines for measuring 
buildings, in 2014 called for a differ- 
ent base point than what once was 
used. 

The 19th century measurement 
was commemorated by brass mark- 
ers still in the ground. Those four 
markers are about 9 inches lower 
than the main entrance, account- 
ing for almost all of the change, said 
Ben Sherman, a spokesman for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National Geodetic 
Survey, which performed the new 
measurement. 

“The four marks we believe Casey 
and the Army Corp of Engineers 
used were about 9 inches lower,” 
Sherman said. “There has been some 
better measurement that comes 
from new technology, but most of 
the change is from your start.” 

The latest measurement was done 
while the monument was still re- 
covering from a 2011 earthquake. 
Earlier survey results showed the 
monument did not sink any further 
into the ground as a result of the 
5,8-magnitude quake. 

-Michael Muskal, Los Angeles Times 
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Lents eat! 


Fat Tuesday, the holiday before Ash Wednesday, comes with pancakes. 


By Amy PATTON 


Flapjack, crepe, griddlecake or pan- 
cake — whatever’s cookin’, the day to 
celebrate a round, carb-based breakfast 
is here. 

International Pancake Day originated 
with the Christian tradition of Shrove 
Tuesday, Ash Wednesday’s predecessor. 
Combining the richness of eggs, sugar 
and flour of classical Lent traditions, pan- 
cakes were often given as Shrove Tuesday 
gifts in the United Kingdom, according 
to the Encyclopedia of Food and Culture. 

But what's in a religious tradition? The 
celebration of pancakes has long since 
transcended religious festivity implica- 


tions. Ryan Otis, a sophomore history 
major, said that a day designated to pan- 
cakes is a good way to break social bar- 
riers. 

“Food brings a community together,” 
Otis said. “So let’s celebrate it.” 

Designed as the edible epitome of Lent, 
International Pancake Day is likened to 
present-day Marti Gras, according to the 
Encyclopedia of Food and Culture. 

Consuming large amounts of the 
pancake’s richness creates a nutritional 
hesitation. Sara Boblak, a freshman 
psychology major, said that, rather 
than celebrating an unhealthy food 
product and then giving it up for Lent, 
society should promote awareness of 
healthy lifestyles. 

“We have turned a Lent tradition into 


a day for indulgence for everyone,” Bo- 
blak said. 

Boblak also said that she would prob- 
ably be celebrating International Pancake 
Day anyway. 

“It’s interesting how much importance 
humans put on foods...” Boblak said. 
“But I still love pancakes.” 

Served sweet or savory, topped with 
fruit or drenched in syrup, pancakes 
transcend the breakfast table and into 
social celebrations. 

The International House of Pancakes 
does not celebrate International Pancake 
Day, but it does acknowledge National 
Pancake Day on March 3. The Nugget 
Pub and Grill and the Outpost on cam- 
pus sell pancakes all day for $3.29 per 
pancake duo. 
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UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION FEE REFERENDUM 
VOTER PAMPHLET AND SAMPLE BALLOT 


VOTER INFORMATION 


The University Student Union Board of Trustees (USUBOT) has tequested that the university’s Student Fee Advisory Committee conduct a referendum to cover the cost of construction, renovation, expansion, 
and continual operation of the University Student Union by increasing the student body center (USU) fee. The fee referendum will be conducted as an online election.on Wednesday, February 25 and Thursday, 


February 26, 2015. 


BACKGROUND 


For the past four years, the USUBOT has been researching and corisidering the possibility of renovating and expanding the USU. The facility 


was constructed in the late 1960s and opened in 1972, with an additional renovation in the mid-1990s. With the increasing age of the USU 


(.e., over 40 years), the cost of major repairs has exceeded the available operating funds. Currently, the USU is faced with the possibility of 
having to decrease and/or eliminate certain programs and services in order to address needed facility improvements, such as plumbing, 


electrical, heating/air conditioning, and internet services. 


The USUBOT conducted two formal assessments of CSULB 


students’ needs and desires for the USU. The assessments, 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


SAMPLE BALLOT 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 


LONG BEACH 


STUDENT FEE REFERENDUM 


conducted in 2011 and 2014, included numerous focus groups, 
intercept interviews, and online surveys of the entire student 
body. The 2011 survey had 37% of the student body participate; 
the 2014 survey had 24% participate. Additionally, the assessment 
examined the needs for facility improvements. As a result of the 
data collected, the USUBOT is proposing the construction, 
renovation, and expansion of the USU with the following 
improvements and modifications: 


* Renovate/ teplace all electrical, internet, plumbing, heating/air 
conditioning, and sewage systems 

* Increased informal student lounge space 

* More study space, including group study rooms 

* Expanded food service seating 

* Centralized Student Resource Centers (e.g, cultural, religious, 
AB 540, LGBTQIA, Women’s Resource 

Center, etc.) 

° Increased student organization office/meeting space 

* Sustainability Resource Center (One-stop shop for learning 
about sustainability/environmental efforts and events on campus) 
¢ Expanded student conference, ballroom, and meeting facilities 
* Improved Beach Auditorium (i.e., additional seating, movie 
theatre quality A/V, ADA accessibility, etc.) 

* Possible extended hours and 24 hour study lounge location 


If approved, specific configurations and programs will be 
determined during the design phase of the construction project 
anticipated to occur in summer 2015. To minimize the impact to 
the campus population, every effort will be made to keep the 
USU services and programs available during construction which 
will likely last four to five years. The proposed USU fee increase 
will be $165 per semester ($124 per summer semester), which will 
not be assessed to students until the year the renovated sections 
of the USU open. 


ARGUMENT FOR A FEE INCREASE 

° The $165 fee increase will allow the USU to address the 
immediate need for major facility improvements such as electrical, 
internet, heating/air conditioning, plumbing, and drainage, while 
meeting current and future student demand in terms of lounge 
and dining seating, study space issues, resource centers and 
technological upgrades. 

* Students will not have to pay the new fee until the year the 
renovated sections of the USU open in approximately four years. 
* The $165 fee increase will prevent any cuts in USU programs 
and services and will maintain the integrity of the facility for years 
to come. 

* Since the $165 fee increase would be a mandatory student fee, 
financial aid could be used to cover this fee. 

¢ Although CSULB is one of the largest campuses in student 
enrollment, our student fees will still rank in the lower half of all 
CSU campuses. 


ARGUMENT AGAINST A FEE INCREASE 

* The $165 per semester fee increase is in addition to other fee 
increases such as the recent increase in the Associated Students 
fee. 

* Some students may believe the current USU facility is sufficient 
for their use. 

* The $165 per semester fee increase may impact students who do 
not receive financial aid or scholarships. 

* Some students may not take advantage of the renovated facility 
and its programs and services. 


This notice is issued by the Student Fee Advisory Committee. 
California State University, Long Beach 
November 7, 2014 


SPRING 2015 


SHOULD THE STUDENT BODY CENTER (USU) 
FEE BE INCREASED BY $165 PER SEMESTER 
($124 IN THE SUMMER) FOR THE CONSTRUC- 
TION, RENOVATION, AND EXPANSION OF THE 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION (USU)? THE FEE 
WOULD NOT BE COLLECTED UNTIL THE YEAR 
THE RENOVATED SECTIONS OF THE USU OPEN 
IN APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS. 


| VOTE FOR THE INCREASE 
TO THE STUDENT BODY 
CENTER (USU) FEE. 


YES 


| VOTE AGAINST THE 
STUDENT BODY CENTER 
(USU) FEE INCREASE. 


NO 


END OF BALLOT 


CeCCH 
SPRING 2015 


SAMPLE BALLOT FOR DEMONSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. 
ONLINE FORMAT WILL DIFFER. 
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Farewell, fon 


With the end of Stewart’s contract, Comedy Central is 
losing its biggest star, television is losing its highest- 
paid late-night host and many people are losing an icon 
who taught them that it’s okay to laugh at the news. 


BLAKE PINTO 


Contributing Writer 


ews is no joke, and many 
journalists go to great 
measures to report objec- 
tive and balanced news. 
Yet young people often 
ignore traditional televised news outlets 
because the same efforts journalists 
make to preserve their integrity can re- 
sult in a finished product that may seem 
repetitive or even, dare I say, boring. 
This is why Comedy Central’s “The 
Daily Show” host and executive pro- 
ducer Jon Stewart, who announced he 
would be stepping down later this year, 
will be missed. 
After his announcement a week ago, 
young adults began lamenting their 


BEACH TOONS _ 


i've often considered 
getting some sort of 


tattoo for myself, 


future loss via social media, and news 
outlets immediately began speculating 
as to who would take over. 

“Tt is time for someone else to have 
[this] opportunity,” Stewart said. 

“I don’t have any specific plans,” 
Stewart said on “The Daily Show” last 
week. “Got a lot of ideas. I got a lot of 
things in my head. I’m going to have 
dinner on a school night with my 
family, who I have heard from multiple 
sources are lovely people.” 

With the end of Stewart’s contract, 
Comedy Central is losing its biggest 
star, television is losing its highest-paid 
late-night host and many people are 
losing an icon, who taught them that 


but | always feel like 

i'll become bored or 
annoyed if | had to 

see that same design | 
on myself ALL the time.j 


it’s okay to laugh at the news. Other 
broadcast media outlets should learn to 
lighten up a little so that they too can 
enjoy a robust young audience. 

Jon Stewart is paid between $25 and 
$30 million a year, according to a report 
by TV Guide in August 2013. 

Although Stewart has reminded 
viewers time and again that “The Daily 
Show” is not a credible source of news, 
young people continue to look to him as 
their main source of news. 

According to a 2004 survey by the 
Pew Research Center for the People and 
the Press, adults ages 18-29 watch shows 
like “The Daily Show” to stay informed. 
about politics and news, nearly as much as 
nightly news networks and newspapers. 

“Tt’s a way to watch the news, but 
with comedy at the same time,” Jake 
Reyes, a senior psychology major, said. 

Last year, Stewart’s show averaged 
2.2 million viewers per night, according 
to the New York Times last week. 

He has been able to keep viewers 
coming back for 15 years because there’s 
just nothing else quite like “The Daily 
Show.” 

“T think a lot of people in our gen- 
eration like his style of news,” Kelsey 
George, a 24-year-old geography major, 
said. 

Stewart has been able to use his co- 
medic wit to show that politics are more 
than deserving of our laughter. 

“When a video clip reveals a politi- 


That's why I've taken 
the liberty of tattooing 
close friends and 
family with cool 
designs that | like. 


cian’s backpedaling, verbal contortions 
or mindless prattle, Stewart can state 
the obvious — ridiculing such blather 
as it deserves to be ridiculed — or 
remain silent but speak volumes merely 
by arching an eyebrow,” wrote Rachel 
Smolkin for American Journalism 
Review in 2007. 

This is not calling for newsrooms 
around the country to focus on one- 
liners over facts, but it is a reminder 
that there is more than one method of 
delivering content. 

The Yin to “Fox News” very con- 
servative Yang, Stewart has become a 
symbolic pillar for left-wing politics — 
having hosted President Obama more 
than once. 

He has appeared on Fox and held 
multiple debates with his “frenemy” 
Bill O’Reilly, including one in 2012 that 
had trouble streaming because of the 
amount of people trying to watch, ac- 
cording to ABC news. 

With the end of his 17-year run, 
other news media outlets ought to rec- 
ognize that, though he was sometimes 
lacking in credibility by industry stan- 
dards, many people still respected him 
because he actually came off as heartfelt 
and honest, and he knew that laughter 
was the key to most of our hearts. 

But still, Jimmy Aguilar, a senior 
sociology major, sums it up best: “He’s 
too good; no one can replace him.” 

Farewell, Jon. 
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Jon Stewart, the host of Comedy 
Central’s The Daily Show, will 
step down later this year, the 
president of the network has 
confirmed. “His comedic bril- 
liance is second to none,” said 
[Comedy Central President] 
Michele Ganeless in a statement. 
Stewart, who began hosting the 
show in 1999, will remain there 
until later in 2015, she said. 


| think Aunt Flo 
is really gonna 
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she wakes up. 
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Free the 
parking lots 


If parking on campus is 
going to be a misery, at 
least make it a free one. 


GREG D1Az 


Multimedia Manager 


able television is dying, and 


ER Ne 
it’s time to cut the cord. Karen Sawyer | Datty 49ER 


DIRECTV satellites sit atop houses in the city of Long Beach. 


ARIANA SAWYER 


Opinions Editor 


™ magine a campus where that should be easily remedied. I ust like every other cool trend, back in the ‘90s, getting cable TV used to be fun and inexpensive. Now it is time to 
there are more cars than should have been able to appeal let the cable fad die. Just in case you are saying to yourself, “But what will I watch on TV?” out of sheer habit, here 
parking spots. Imaginea _ the ticket, show that I had actually are some excellent reasons to kick cable out of your house. 
campus where you drive purchased the permit and keep 
up and down each and my 48 bucks. é 
every aisle of parking for It only took Parking and 1. Students are broke, and Hulu is cheap 4 


45 minutes while you hope that 
the student walking beside you 
does not cut across to the next 
row. Imagine a dog-eat-dog, 
survival-of-the-fittest kind of 
campus where you were forced to 
steal a spot from another student 
who had been waiting patiently, 
and you hung your head in 
shame. 

Now, imagine it’s free. 

Would all that much really 
change? Every time I fight my way 
through parking lots on campus, 
one thought bounces around in 
my head: what does my parking 
permit actually get me? It does 
not ensure that I will have a place 
to park, nor does it ensure that I 
have any chance of getting to my 
class on time. It does not even 
guarantee that I won't have to pay 
a parking ticket, as I found out 
about a month ago. 

About two weeks before the 
semester began, I came to campus 
for a couple of hours. The time 
between semesters is a weird - 
nether-time for campus parking. 
Despite still being a continuing 
student, I was forced to purchase 
a one-day parking permit for the 
nearly empty lot. I put the park- 
ing ticket in my window, headed 
to campus and returned a few 
hours later to discover a citation 
on my car for $48. 

It was then that I realized the 
sin Thad committed: I put my 
windshield shade up on top of my 
parking pass — an mistake that 
was completely my fault, but one 
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Transportation Services a couple 
of hours to deny my appeal. 

If getting a parking ticket while 
actually having a permit is not 
grounds for a successful appeal, I 
am not sure what would be. But 
don’t worry, the Administra- 
tive Review said that I could still 
request a formal Administrative 
Hearing with the Administra- 
tion, so long as I gave them the 
$48 first. 

The thing is, fora state-funded 
university, the solution to every 
issue seems to be taking some 
more money from the students. 
ASI wants to Create more activi- 
ties, so the ASI fee increases. The 
University Student Union needs 
renovations — that’s okay, the 
USU fee can just be doubled.. The 
state freezes tuition after doubling 
it in the last decade, so a new fee 
hits the students, and it comes 
with a ridiculous name: the “stu- 
dent excellence fee.” 

So, this is my one 
request: how about if one part of 
this campus doesn’t try to squeeze 
dollars out of my already empty 
wallet? Let’s free the parking 
lots from the tyranny of parking 
regulation. 

Let’s get rid of the need for 
permits and enforcement. If 
the parking situation is going to 
resemble a post-apocalyptic fight 
for diminishing resources, then 
let’s go all the way: paint over 
the lines in the lots, rip out the 
concrete dividers and let everyone 
in wherever they can fit. 
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The price of cable television has been rising as companies like Comcast, Time Warner and Charter Communications 
desperately try to seek in a profit. According to the Federal Communications Commission, the average price for basic 
cable has risen by 176 percent since 1996. Basic cable costs about $60, but most families will pay around $123 this year, 
according to the NPD Group, a leading market research company. 

A Hulu Plus subscription, on the other hand, costs $7.99 per year. 


2. Cable companies have illegal monopolies. 


When you move to a new apartment, you have to research which cable and Internet companies service your address. 
This is because cable companies have monopolies within their respective territories. Forget about competitive pricing 
and the supposedly fair market. You have only one option - whichever-company owns your block - and therefore no 7 
choice. singh 

In a statement last month, President Obama said, “For almost a century, our law has recognized that companies who 
connect you to the world have special obligations not to exploit the monopoly they enjoy over access in and out of your 
home or business.” 4wNetflix and Amazon stream everywhere. 


3. Signing up for cable sometimes means you will have to sign a contract for either 12 or 
24 months. 


Should you change your mind at some point, most cable companies charge a fee and a prorated amount of money for 
the remainder of your contract. For example, Directv charges $15 on top of $20 a month for the amount of months left 
in the contract, according to its website. 


4. Buying a Playstation and getting a subscription to HBO Go, Netflix, Hulu, Amazon or 
any other online television or movie source is cheaper overall. 


You can play movies from the Internet on a television through a Playstation. On Ebay, a brand new jet black Playstation 
3 costs $169.99. Once you add on a couple of subscriptions at an additional $20 per month, and spread that cost over 
the course of 12 months, you are looking at a theoretical monthly bill of approximately $34 per month. That is half the 
cost of cable TV. Besides, you are probably already paying for at least a couple of these subscriptions already. 


5. Pretty soon, the Internet will be available to everyone like water running out of a 
kitchen faucet - only it will be free. 


So far, Los Angeles is one of 57 cities in the U.S. to have free Wi-Fi, according to the Business Insider. Companies like 
Facebook and Cisco provide free hotspots so long as their respective home pages are the first thing consumers see 
when they log on. According to President Obama, “Ensuring a free and open Internet is the only way we can preserve 
the Internet’s power to connect our world.” 
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Overdosed on 


competence 


By ALEX TRIMM 
Contributing Writer 


Drake kept true to his word after all; 
things have officially “popped.” 

“We already got spring 2015 pop- 
pin’,” he raps in the single “0 to 100 / 
The Catch Up” from his fourth studio 
album. “Majid Jordan droppin’, OB 
droppin’, not to mention me droppin’.” 

It was only a matter of time for Drake 
to release something more than a B-side 
tease between albums after keeping rel- 
atively quiet in 2014. 

Drake’s fourth part-album, part- 
mixtape “If You're Reading This It’s Too 
Late” released Friday to iTunes. With 
no prior singles or announcement, he 
has employed the same “surprise re- 
lease” marketing strategy popularized 
by Beyoncé. 

Even though there’s no proof that 
“Reading” is exactly the drop he men- 
tioned in July, the 17-track project cer- 
tainly shows the sights and sounds of 
his hometown Toronto, which Drake 
has dubbed “the 6.” 

Drake’s signature sound of syncopat- 
ed beats, muffled drums and brooding 
keyboards are more minimalist than 
ever, crafted by “old Drake” and OVO 
in-house producers Boi-lda and Noah 
“40” Shebib. 

In addition to the new beats, Drake’s 
cinematic atmospheres merged onto 
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The Canadian rapper and singer’s 
surprise part-album, part-mixtape takes 
a refreshing, minimalist approach. 


$99 SPECIAL 
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camera via his short film “Jungle,” a 
surreal, introspective journey posted 
to the blog of October's Very Own, 
Drake’s record label, a day prior to the 
album’s release. 

While the sound is laid-back, the lyr- 
ics are far from it. 

On the booming opening track “Leg- 
end,” the self-proclaimed 6 God boasts, 
“Tm the one, one / Why do I feel like the 
only one? / Why do I feel like you owe 
me one? / 6 G-O-D, I’m the holy one.” 

Tracks like “Energy” and “10 Bands” 
are hard-hitting, but Drake never loses 
his moody nature, wailing “was run- 
nin’ through the six with my woes” on 
“Know Yourself.” 

OVO label mate PARTYNEXT- 
DOOR makes an appearance, lending 
his auto-tuned voice and futuristic R&B 
production. “Preach” and “Wednesday 
Night Interlude” are nice breaks, the for- 
mer possessing a high-tempo, club outro 
worthy of any DJ’s remixing. 

The highlight of the album is un- 
doubtedly “Jungle,” a soulful swoon 
featuring a sample of Gabriel Garzon 
Montano’s “68.” Drake sings, “These 
days, I’m letting God handle all things 
above me / The things I can’t change are 
the reason you love me,” doubling as a 
rumination on his affinity for women 
and his place in the hip-hop world. 

It’s fitting that the album was re- 
leased six years to the day after Drake’s 
groundbreaking mixtape, “So Far 
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“If You’re Reading This It’s 
Too Late” 
OVO Sound, Young Money, 
Cash Money Records 


Gone,” was released. His growth be- 
tween the two projects is immense as it 
is varied in sound and structure. 

The majority of “Reading” feels loud 
and aggressive, giving the listener an 
insight to the next phase for the Cana- 
dian artist. 

Considering “Thank Me Later” as a 
rookie’s call to bat, then “Take Care” 
is a stylistic, existential rumination on 
life and “Nothing Was the Same” was 
a dark acceptance with fame. “If You're 
Reading This It’s Too Late” plays as a 
sort of understanding that the pinnacle 
has been reached. 

If “Reading” is Drake’s excuse to end 
the four-album agreement with Cash 
Money Records and start his own em- 
pire, it’s a stellar one. 


50 SHADES 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


done him well. 

The highly publicized elevator make-out scene is a feeble 
attempt at intensity and sexual frustration. It looks more 
like the kiss we see at the end of Shrek. Wasn’t it supposed 
to be exhilarating? 

The chemistry comes when Steele blushingly admits 
she’s a virgin and he sets out to rectify her “situation.” 

Unfortunately, the sex scenes prove just how incompat- 
ible the two really are. 

Every smack on the butt was more rehearsed and tame 
than frisky. Her, um, “sex faces” were as ridiculous and ex- 
aggerated as the ones you’d expect from a porno. Not to 
mention the fact that every sex scene was heavily cut, giving 
the film a music-video feel. 

If it weren't for the frequent nudity, there would be no 
sign of a steamy, BDSM power game. The star-crossed lov- 
ers struggle to fit into their dominant/submissive roles. 

Another downside to the cinematic experience is sitting 
through countless butchered clichés. 

Grey’s infamous “laters, baby,” “I would like to bite that 
lip,” and “I don’t make love, I f-ck ... hard” are more hilari- 
ous than arousing. 

Not to mention that you'd have to actually read the book 
in order to understand his instant obsession with her, her 
willingness to admit her love to him even after he beat her 
with a belt and the speed with which their relationship de- 
velops. 

But not all is bad. 

Steele’s goofy and witty personality gives the film unex- 
pected, and maybe unintentional, humor. 

Best of all, the script doesn’t sway too far from the book. 


The screenplay honors the original obsession set by the 


book, which erected the most inadmissible fantasies from 
the darkest corners of its readers’ minds. 

Despite the criticism, the Sam Taylor-Johnson directed 
film ranked in the holiday cash, earning an astonishing 
$81.7 million in just three days, setting the record for the 
highest-grossing Presidents Day release of all time, accord- 
ing to New York-based entertainment magazine Variety. 

The film has the potential to give fans everything they so 
patiently waited for, but the acting ruined any promise the 
screenplay had to offer audiences. The amateur role-playing 
from an ill humored, cast-call gag leaves audiences scram- 
bling for a safe word. 
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Deep dwe 


A closer look into the men’s 
basketball team’s losing streak 
reveals LBSU’s struggles. 


Oscar TERRONES 


Sports Editor 


A three-game losing streak threatens to derail 
the Long Beach State men’s basketball team’s im- 
pressive efforts in league play. 

After losing to UC Irvine, UC Santa Barbara 
and Cal Poly, the 49ers are in third place in the 
Big West Conference- with UCSB and Hawaii 
right on its heels. 

Why is LBSU struggling? There have been 
warning signs of potential trouble since even 
before the losing started. In wins against Cal 
State Fullerton and Hawaii, the 49ers trailed by 
double digits in the first half. 

They managed to overcome Hawaii quite eas- 
ily, blowing out the Rainbow Warriors 65-50 on 
Jan. 31 inside the Walter Pyramid. It took over- 
time and an unbelievable individual effort by se- 
nior point guard Mike Caffey to squeak by Ful- 
lerton. The win was well deserved, but relying on 
one player to bail a team out on a consistent basis 
is not going to work. 

The slow starts finally caught up to the 49ers, 
and the result has been a losing streak. 

They trailed by as many as 14 in the first half 
against Irvine, and they were lucky to be down 
by only seven at the break. At UCSB on Feb. 12, 
the 49ers were down 9-2 after just four minutes; 
in their matchup with the Mustangs on Feb. 14, 
they were down by 14. 

All the early deficits force the 49ers to exert 
more energy on defense, which subsequently 
hurts their offense. They are constantly playing 
catch-up against quality opponents, and it has 
bit them hard in recent games. 

LBSU can hang its hat on its ability to come 
back late in games. In all three losses, the 49ers 
have been within one score late in the second 
half: They have not been able to get over the 
hump, and trying to make a comeback on the 
road certainly does not help matters. 

Rebounding has been a constant struggle for 
this team as well. LBSU is the second worst re- 
bounding team in the Big West, just ahead of 
UC Davis at 33.8 a game. The 49ers were out- 
rebounded in all three losses — their worst ef- 
fort coming against Cal Poly when the Mustangs 
outrebounded LBSU 40-23. 

The two players who have consistently per- 
formed to their abilities are Caffey and senior 
forward David Samuels. 

Caffey is a Big West Player of the Year can- 
didate. He is having his best all-around season, 
both on offense and defense. He has embraced 
his role as the leader, and has proven himself 
time and again. 

Samuels has dramatically picked up his game 
since league started. He has become a consis- 
tent offensive threat while playing excellent post 
defense. Beyond Samuels and Caffey, there just 
hasn’t been a reliable third player on offense. 

Senior guard Tyler Lamb and sophomore 
guard Branford Jones have each had stretches 
of hot shooting, and they are always reliable 
and willing defenders. Sophomore guard Travis 
Hammonds has been the 49ers’ best sixth man, 
bringing athleticism and three-point shooting 
off the bench. 

Senior guard McKay LaSalle has been a major 
bright spot the last few games, scoring a career 
high 18 points in the loss at UCSB. But these are 
not performances that the 49ers can depend on. 
The lack of a consistent third scoring threat has 
been an issue for most of the season for LBSU 

As a team, the 49ers are shooting just 42 
percent. However, their 35 percent three-point 
shooting is solid, and it is an indication that they 
are capable of playing with anybody in the Big 
West. 

The 49ers have the pieces to win the Big West 
Tournament, and even to pull off an upset in the 
NCAA Tournament. Their position in the stand- 
ings is still solid, but they are not going to ac- 
complish anything if this trend continues into 
March. 
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After winning the three game series against Michigan, LBSU (2-1) will host Pepperdine (1-2) at Blair Field on Tuesday. 


Peppered with Dinos 


The Dirtbags try to build on early success as they host opponents both familiar and foreign. 


By EppiE RIVERA 
Contributing writer 


The Long Beach State men’s baseball team con- 
tinues its home-heavy early season schedule as it 
turns its hosts Pepperdine and NC Dinos of the 
Korea Baseball Futures League at Blair Field. 

Before the start of the season, sophomore 
shortstop Garrett Hampson said he believed ju- 
nior right-hander Tanner Brown was ready to 
become a leader for the mostly inexperienced 
pitching staff. 

“T think [Brown] is going to step up,” Hampson 
said. “Our pitching’s a little young, but so far, he’s 
really stepped up.” 

Junior catcher Eric Hutting said before the sea- 
son that the Dirtbags would need to excel in their 
ability to manufacture runs, and that the pitching 
staff and defense would be the team’s strengths. 

“That’s what LBSU baseball’s all about,” Hut- 
ting said. “It has been for years, and I think we 
have the same recipe this year.” 

The Dirtbags (2-1) welcome back head coach 
Troy Buckley this week, following his suspension 


from opening weekend due to an NCAA viola- 
tion in fall 2014. LBSU did not go into further 
detail when asked about the suspension. 

The Dirtbags’ pitching staff didn’t miss a beat 
in Buckley’s absence. Brown made an immediate 
impact in his first Division I start. Brown had an 
impressive debut at Blair, throwing six innings of 
one-run ball while striking out eight and walk- 
ing none. 

Assistant coach Jesse Zepeda, who took over in 
Buckley’s absence, said his team’s pitching staff 
impressed him in the series against Michigan. 
He praised Brown and senior right-hander Kyle 
Friedrichs for their outstanding starts as well as 
junior right-hander Ty Provencher for his work 
in relief. 

“Offensively, we still have a ways to go on some 
things,” Zepeda said. “I like the flow and dynam- 
ics. We have a tough opponent in Pepperdine 
around the corner.” 

Pepperdine had a stellar year last season, win- 
ning its 17th regular West Coast Conference 
title and making it to the NCAA Super Regional 
round for the first time. The Waves posted a 43-18 
record last season. 


Head coach Steve Rodriguez leads the Pep- 
perdine team, which is full of young talent. Re- 
turning players include freshman All-American 
catcher Aaron Barnett, WCC All-freshman out- 
fielder Brandon Caruso and WCC All-freshman 
shortstop Manny Jefferson. 

Junior right-hander Jackson McClelland and 
sophomore right-hander A.J. Puckett are the only 
returning starting pitchers for the Waves. Mc- 
Clelland posted an 8-3 record last season, and 
only allowed opponents to hit .269 against him. 
Puckett posted a 3.58 ERA last season. 

Pepperdine’s only road game out of its first 
12 contests will be against the Dirtbags. The last 
time these two teams met was Feb. 18, 2014, when 
the Dirtbags lost 6-3. 

After Pepperdine, the Dirtbags will take on 
professional Korean team NC Dinos in an exhi- 
bition game. This is the beginning of NC Dinos’ 
2015 spring training, which they call the “Desert 
Drive” tour. The NC Dinos became a part of the , 
Korea professional baseball league in 2013. 

The Dirtbags host Pepperdine Tuesday night 
and NC Dinos Wednesday night. First pitch for 
both games is scheduled for 6 p.m. 


CAMPUS VOICE 


WHAT ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS FOR. THE DiIRTBAGS THIS SEASON? 


“I want them to get back 
to the elite status that they 
were at when they [had] 
players like Jared Weaver 
and Evan Longoria.” 


-Kelly Horn, fourth year, 
athletic training major 


“I’ve heard that they were 
good. I want to witness 
pro-potential this season.” 


-Paul Felder, fourth year, 
recreation major 


“I hope that we beat Ful- 
lerton and Irvine. As long 
as they do, I’m happy.” 


-Calvin Leung, third 
year, business major 


“I hope that they win the 
championship!” 


-Amari Burkhalter, 
fourth year, heath 


administration major 


